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Roundabout Frequently A
sked Q

uestions

Q
:  Isn’t the round

a
b

out just a
nother “tra

ffic
circle?”
A

:  M
od

ern round
abouts go far beyond

 the in-
fam

ous traffic circles of old
.  Round

abouts fea-
ture tra

ffic ca
lm

ing q
ua

lities tha
t force d

rivers
to lessen their pace through the intersection.  The
d

esign of the round
about also red

uces the num
-

ber of conflict points a
nd

 left turns, increa
sing

safety.  A
lso, contrary to the belief about traffic

circles, you cannot get “lost” in a round
about!

Q
:  W

hy not just install a traffic signal?
A

:  W
hile tra

ffic signa
ls continue to be suita

ble
for m

a
ny intersections, som

e intersections ben-
efit grea

tly from
 round

a
bouts by red

ucing ve-
hicle speed

s through the intersection a
nd

 a
llow

-
ing ped

estria
ns to cross a

 single la
ne of tra

ffic
a

t a
 tim

e.  Tra
ffic signa

l opera
tiona

l a
nd

 m
a

in-
tena

nce costs a
re a

lso elim
ina

ted
 w

ith a
 m

od
-

ern round
a

bout.

Q
:  A

re round
abouts safe near schools and

 resi-
d

ences for the eld
erly?

A
:  Round

abouts increase the safety of school
child

ren a
nd

 the eld
erly by m

a
king it ea

sier for
them

 to cross a street w
ith the use of the center

splitter isla
nd

.  C
a

rs a
re required

 to yield
 to pe-

d
estrians at all tim

es, and
 the slow

er speed
s en-

sure tha
t ca

utio
n is used

 a
t the intersectio

n
w

henever p
ed

estria
ns a

re in the vicinity.

Q
:  W

hat d
o I d

o if an em
ergency vehicle fol-

low
s m

e into a
 round

a
bout?

A
:  If you enter a

 round
a

b
out a

nd
 notice a

n
em

ergency vehicle behind
 you, sim

ply continue
around

 the round
about to the nearest exit and

pull off to the sid
e a

s norm
a

l.  Pulling to the sid
e

w
ithin the round

a
bout m

a
y not give the vehicle

the clea
ra

nce they need
 a

nd
 could

 p
revent

them
 from

 rea
ching their d

estina
tion a

s quickly.

If you ha
ve a

d
d

itiona
l questions a

bout
round

a
bouts a

nd
 their use, conta

ct
G

reensboro D
epa

rtm
ent of Tra

nsporta
tion

at 373-G
D

O
T (4368)



A
 round

about is a circular intersection that
m

oves tra
ffic counterclockw

ise a
round

 a
central island

.  The round
about’s d

esign pro-
m

otes safety by low
ering d

riving speed
s and

red
ucing the num

ber of conflict points. There
a

re only 8 conflict p
oints in a

 round
a

b
out

com
pared

 to 32 in a typical 4-w
ay intersec-

tion.  The few
er conflict points lessens the like-

lihood
 of an accid

ent.   A
 round

about also
allow

s pedestrians to cross streets m
ore safely

by crossing one lane at a tim
e.  This type of

intersection requires no traffic signals because
left turns across traffic are elim

inated
.

-A
 central island

-A
 circula

r roa
d

w
a

y on w
hich a

ll vehicles
travel counterclockw

ise
-Entry-yield

 rule that requires d
rivers to yield

to traffic alread
y in the circular road

w
ay

-Sp
eed

-red
ucing

 d
esig

n elem
ents such a

s
splitter island

s
-A

reas for land
scaping and

 other aesthetics

-Slow
 dow

n once you see the
round

about approach sign.
-Look for and

 yield
 to ped

es-
trians in the crossw

alk.
-Stop if necessary for traffic in
the round

about and
 w

ait for an opportunity
to slow

ly enter the road
w

ay.
-If the w

ay is clear, sim
ply turn right and

 enter
the round

about.
-D

o not stop anyw
here inside the roundabout.

-If there is a
 b

icyclist a
hea

d
 of you in the

round
a

b
out, d

o not p
a

ss them
.  They w

ill
m

ove to the should
er a

fter they ha
ve exited

the round
about.

-A
gain, w

atch for ped
estrians as you exit.

-If you m
iss your d

esired
 exit from

 the round
-

about, sim
ply continue around

 to take your
chosen exit.

-N
ote that the round

about lane is d
esigned

to
 a

cco
m

m
o

d
a

te la
rg

e vehicles such a
s

trucks and
 buses.

-Prepare for your turn into the round
about by

hugging the left sid
e of the entry lane.

-Use the specially provid
ed

 concrete apron
for your rear w

heels to track over.
-C

ontinue to hug the left sid
e of the lane as

you exit the round
about.

A
natom

y of a Roundabout

W
hat is a Roundabout?

Using a Roundabout
(large trucks, buses)

Using a Roundabout
(cars, vans, sm

all trucks)

Left
turn

Right
turn

-Unlike vehicles, ped
estri-

a
ns tra

vel a
round the

round
about, crossing

only at entrance and
exit lanes.
-N

ever w
alk into the inte-

rior of the round
about or

to the central island
.

-Use the provid
ed

 crossw
alks to travel across

the round
about road

w
ay.

-M
ake sure to cross one lane at a tim

e, using
the splitter island

 as a refuge betw
een lanes.

-A
lthough you have the right of w

ay, look for
oncom

ing
 tra

ffic d
ow

n every la
ne a

s you
cross.
-A

s you cross, look tow
ard

s the round
about

for exiting vehicles.
-W

alk around each leg of the the roundabout
until you reach your d

esired
 street.

-C
yclists should

 rid
e round

abouts as if you
are d

riving a car.  Be assertive, so cars see
you and

 respect your right to be on the
road

 in the round
about.

-If you are approaching a round
about rid

ing
on the should

er of the road
, m

erge into the
travel lane before the should

er end
s.

-D
o not hug the curve in the roundabout.  This

could
 entice d

rivers to pass you.  M
ake sure

to rid
e closer to the m

id
d

le of the lane w
ith

the traffic.
-W

a
tc

h fo
r c

a
rs w

a
iting

 to
 e

nte
r the

round
about...they m

ay not see you.
-If you d

o not w
ish to rid

e your bicycle in the
roundabout, you m

ay enter the sidew
alk and

proceed
 as a ped

estrian.

Pedestrians

C
yclists

W
alk

around
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